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Unit 4: The Present Perfect Simple versus The Past Simple

Task 1

1. Have you ever done extreme sports?

This is XIThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened [1Yes XINo
There is a reference to past time [1Yes XINo

- Ifso,whatisit?
There is an unfinished time reference XYes [INo

- Ifso, whatisit? Ever (i.e.in your life)

4. She had an accident yesterday

This is [1The Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened XYes [LINo
There is a reference to past time XYes [INo

- Ifso, whatis it? Yesterday

There is an unfinished time reference [1Yes XINo

- If so, whatis it?

2. ltdidn’t go well

This is [1The Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened [1Yes XINo
There is a reference to past time [1Yes XINo

- Ifso,whatisit?
Tt's ot specified, but she said yes so
we kvow it happeved (in the past)
There is an unfinished time reference [L1Yes XINo

- Ifso,whatisit?

5. It hasn’t healed yet

This is XIThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened [1Yes XINo
There is a reference to past time [1Yes XINo

- If so, whatis it?
There is an unfinished time reference XYes [LINo

- Ifso,whatisit? Yet

3. Mary’s broken her leg

This is XIThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened [1Yes XINo
There is a reference to past time [1Yes XINo

- Ifso, whatisit?

There is an unfinished time reference [1Yes XINo
- Ifso,whatisit?

Again, it's vot specified, but we can see

the result of the past action (i.e. the
brokew leg viow)

6. Did you follow my instructions?

This is [1The Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
We know exactly when it happened [1Yes XINo
There is a reference to past time [1Yes XINo

- If so, whatis it?
It's not specified, but he's clearly
referring to +he period before now

There is an unfinished time reference [1Yes XINo

- If so, whatis it?
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Task 2

Have you finished
the report yet?

Yes, | have.
| did it yesterday.

Did you finish
the report
yesterday?

The questionisin...

XThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

Time Reference? e+t

This is Mopen (unfinished) Clclosed (finished)
The short answer is in...

XThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

When more information is then given, it’s in...
[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple

The reference to time is: \465‘1’&’0‘&\{

This is Llopen (unfinished) K closed (finished)

The questionis |r{
[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
Time Reference? Jesterday

This is Clopen (unfinished) Kl closed (finished)
The short answer is in...

[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple

Have you ever Yes | have.
?
beento Edlnburgh | went there last summer.
o 3 !

The quéstion isin...

XThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

Time Reference? £ver

This is Mopen (unfinished) [lclosed (finished)
The short answer is in...

XThe Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

When more information is then given, it’s in...
[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple

Time reference?

This is Llopen (unfinished) X closed (finished)

Did you go to
Edinburgh last summer?

The cjustion isin...

[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
Time Reference? Last summer

This is Llopen (unfinished) Xl closed (finished)

The short answer is in...

XThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple



MENU
Yes, | have. =
I've lost about 5 kilos. S

Did you lose
weight when you did Yes, | did, but E
the Atkins diet? | put it back on again. E

The questionis in...
X The Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

Why is there no time reference?

Becanse we can see the result(s) of a
past action or actions NOW.

The short answer is in...

X The Present Perfect [1The Past Simple

When more information is then given, it’s in...

X The Present Perfect [1The Past Simple
Why?
Becaunse vo specific time is mewtioned,

we're still referring to the entire
period from past to present.

Nz |
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e DI €S €N
past

future

Task 3

‘FOR’ or ‘'SINCE’ with The Present Perfect?

Have you been
here for a while?

I’'ve been here

The questionis in...

[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple
Time Reference? W)iev

This is Llopen (unfinished) Kl closed (finished)

The short answer is in...

[IThe Present Perfect XIThe Past Simple

Nz
7N 1

present

past future

X For 1 Since with references to a specific
pointintime

Nz
75 1

e PrESENT

past future

[IFor XISince with references to the length
of time

\ml
75 1

. PreSENL
past

future
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Task 4

Time References

OPEN

CLOSED

1. ago (e.g. two days ago, a week ago) O]
2. already Ol
3. atthe weekend (BrE)/ on the weekend (AmE) O
4. Dbefore (e.g. | saw him before) O
5. before (life experience: I've seen it before) O
6. ever [
7. for(e.g. fortwo years, for a long time) O
8. in2020/in2015/inJune O
9. inmylife Ol
10. inthe past O
11. just Ol
12. last night / last week / last month / last year O]
13. long ago O
14. never Ul
15. once/one day O
16. overtheyears O
17. recently/ lately O
18. since (e.g. since 2020, since Monday) O
19. sofar [
20. still (in negatives/questions: | still haven’t finished) O
21. thatday/thatyear O
22. the other day O
23. then Ol
24. this morning/this afternoon/this evening (finished) O]
25. today/ this week / this month (if not finished) ]
26. up to now / until now O
27. when | was a child Ol
28. yesterday O
29. yet l




